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The Willows Historic Palm Springs Inn, a :

bed and breakfast, was recently opened by
a pair of emergency-room physicians who
rescued the historical house from certain
demise.

Samuel Untermyer, a wealthy New York
attorney who once earned the unheard of
sum of $1 million for a single case, built this
Italian-style villa in 1927 as a healthier
place to winter.

To help him pass the time, Untermyer in-
vited as his guests many leading figures of
his day, including Albert Einstein and his
wife, Elsa, and publisher William Randolph
Hearst and his mistress, the actress Marion
Davies.

In the house’s heyday, musical programs
were performed in the mahogany-beamed
living room, and guests brunched on the ter-
race overlooking the Coachella Valley.

After Untermyer’s death in 1943, the
house suffered a slow decline until it was lit-
tle more than a hulking shell. Two years
ago, Dr. Tracy Conrad, Dr. Paul Murat and
Tracy’s brother, Andrew Conrad, took it on
as a project.

More than $1 million and thousands of
work-hours later, the house has been re-
vived.

Down on his hands and knees, Murat
scraped layers of wax and varnish from the
rock floor of the dining room.

Together, Tracy Conrad and Murat
stripped ugly paint off ornate moldings, win-
dow frames and ceiling beams, restoring
fine wood to original luster.

They replanted the rock garden that
snakes up the hill behind the house. And
they sanded red-oak floors, revarnishing
them to a heel-clicking sheen.

Of the nine guest rooms, Conrad’s favorite
is the Garden Room, in which Einstein fre-
quently stayed. A photo of the scientist and
his wife posing on the rock garden’s stone
path hangs near the entry. The room has art
deco inlaid mahogany furniture, French
doors that open onto a private garden over-
looking a 50-foot waterfall, a bathroom with
a claw-footed slipper tub, travertine stone
floor and a pewter chandelier.

Once an art history major, Conrad revels
in the old-timey feel of the house, the way it
evokes an era when men wore hats, and
smart-talking women had seams in their silk
stockings.

The Willows Historic Palm Springs Inn,
412 W. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm
Springs, Calif. 92262; (619) 320-0771; Rates:

‘Range $250-$550 per room in season. Two-

day minimum stay on weekends and holi-
days. Reduced summer rates. Includes full
breakfast, afternoon wine tasting with hors
d’oeuvres and music.

“There would be some juicy stories if
these rooms could talk,” said Mel Haber,
owner of the 30-room Ingleside Inn.

You enter the inn through wrought-iron
gates onto a curved driveway that fronts a
vine-shaded veranda. On this morning, a
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The Willows Historic Palm Springs Inn,

an ltalian-style villa built in 1927, was visited
by such luminaries as Albert Einstein and his
wife, Elsa, below, photographed in

the mid-1930s. ~ ;
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Legends and apocryphal stories aboundg e
but here are four nearby lodges where
celebrities actually once lounged. =

Palm Springs Historical Society







